THE MAN I KNEW

contact with the wives of the men of their husbands'
regiments.

I had my private worries too, at that time. Whilst we
were meeting daily at Government House I had noticed a
very peculiar smell, especially in the dining-room, where our
meetings were held. The drains having been wrong not long
before the beginning of the war, I felt that the trouble was
recurring and so I packed my two small girls off to North
Wales to be under the charge of my twin sister. After calling
in the help of the Royal Engineers, however, I found that
the trouble was due to dead rats. Our butler, before leav-
ing, had, with the best intention, put down rat poison, but
it was not the right kind and the animals had crawled into
crevices in the walls and behind the central-heating gratings
to die. The trouble having been discovered, it was not long
before all the corpses were removed, but it was far from
being a pleasant business. I decided in the end to leave my
children in Wales, and they remained there for nearly three
years of the war. At the time I missed them bitterly, but it
was all for the best, because I soon received news that I
must vacate Government House,

I had a lot to do in those days, what with all the S. &
S,F,A, work, which no one else was willing to undertake,
and in addition I had already begun the arrangements for
organising the Empress Eugenie's hospital, Douglas had
always felt a great liking for the old lady and we had often
been to see her, and when he went to say good-bye before
leaving he had promised the Empress Eug&iie that I would
organise and run a hospital for officers in her house. The
Empress, directly she heard from me that I would be leav-
ing Aldcrshot, insisted that I should go and stay with her.
This was a solution of the difficulty and I felt most grateful
for her kindly consideration. I spent a whole year with her,
and I think that the officers thoroughly appreciated the care
taken of them. We had some very serious cases, and many
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